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1. This international prailmlnary axaminatlon report has been prepared by this Interr^ational Pr^linninary Examining 
Authority and is transmitted to the appiicant according to Articla 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheats, including this cover sheet. 

SI This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims and^or drawings which have 
baen amandad and are the basis for this report andbr sheets containing rectifications made batore this Authority 
(see Rule 70. 1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of 4 sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Sasls of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard'to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. PCT/1T 03)00203 



L Basis of ths report 

With regard to the elements of the international application (ReplAcament sheets which have been furnished to 
the re<^iving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70, 17)): 



Deaorfptlon, Pages 

1.^5 as originally filed 
Claims, Numbers 

^ .9 received on 20.08.2004 with letter of 09.08.2004 
Drawings, Sheets 

t /4-4M as originally filed 

2 With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the intemational application was filed, unless othenwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority In the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of intemational preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 and^r 55.3). 

3 With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
Intemational preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the intemational application in written form. 

□ filed together with the intemational application in computer readable fonn. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority In written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the International application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded In computer readable form is Identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished, 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims. Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. PCT/IT 03/D0203 



5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.a(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, it necessary: 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) wrth regard to novelty. Inventive step or Industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (lA) 

2. Citations and sKplanations 
see separate sheet 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY Internalionai application No. PCT/1T03/00203 
EXAMINATION REPORT ■ SEPARATE SHEET ^ 



Rff Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following document: 
D1: US-A-5 544 906 

The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter of 
claim 1 , and shows (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 
a human powered mobile means, where it comprises a main frame and at least one 
modular element connected to said frame. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from this known mobile means in that the modular 
element is adapted to accomodate at least one person and is provided with ergonomic 
operating means nad is connected to said frame with reversible quick coupling means. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as making the 
mobile means more flexible in the way of use- 

The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is 
considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following reasons: 
in document D1 the power element remained the same and the guiding system 
(wheels, skis, keel) was changed. It is nowhere disclosed to have modular (human) 
power elements. The man skilled in the art would not without an inventive step consider 
making this part modular. 

Claims 2-9 are dependent on claim ^ and as such also meet the requirements of the 
PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 



Form f?CT/Sttpafato Sh«8t^409 (Sh9»l 1) (EPO-Aprtl 1997) 




ISA 



1. A humaa-powcred mobile means, characterized in that it comprises a main 
firame (2) and at least one modular clement (la-le), said modular element (la- 
le) being adapted to accommodate at least one user, provided with ergonomic 
operating means, and connectablc to said frame (2) by means of rev^iblc, 
quick coupling means (4, 5, 8. 9), thus being interchangeable with further 
modular elements (la-le). 
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CLAIMS . 

I. A modular system for realizmg mobfl^cans or static 
machines operated by human/muscolar strength. 
5 eharacierizea in thai it compn^^dular elements (la-le) 
provided Witt crgonofflio ope^g means for use by one or 
more persons, and a ma6 frame (2) in which said modular 
elements may be airfectivety connected to said main frame, 
singularly or j/a plurality, by means of revefsfcle q^ck 
10 hooldiig 

2. A ^eAri«My«e4according^claim 1. dtaracterized m that 
said reversfeteqdck)£^*fe««ns comprise linear guid« 

(3) 6xed to said main frame (2) and trolleys (4) sliding along 
IS said guides (5), associated to said modular elements (Ift-le). 

3. AlnifldulM syotc^ according to claim;< characterized in that 
said linear guides (5) comprise a plurality of references (8) 
adapted to cooperate with blocking means C9) asaociated to 
20 said troUeys (4). for determining blocking positions 
univocally selectable for said trolleys (4). 

said r«veniible quick ^SSfiams comprise at least one 
25 housing (10) associated to said main frame (2)» fcr the 
insertion of a base (U) associated to said modular elements 
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o^i.). Bid *.« ««y » ^^"^ 



housing (10). 



(30, are 



associated to said main fraffift (2). r / 

' to rt« s^id n«n frane (2) «uJ Mid moiubr dw«B 

„.^ly «»«ettd oMto a= =d«r. »dttatmay c«m«* 
d« opening m«« «5=cia.«i » mod»hr 

to the maiD fiame (2)- '"^ ' 

* modular dements (la-lc) .comprise (30) Ifer 

^. j^^l - n-rrf meebanically connected to tho 

operatrngmeansasaodatedtosaidmodularelements^ 

A human powered^^t, characterized ia thatfcxomgs^^ 

SOb) comusoted hy beams (52) for supporting ^ ^ 
fa«ae (33) to which reversible quick feooidng mean. (5. 10) 
for said modular elements (U-le) a^o associated. 



20 
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fecrearioufll use, cM*«cj«rH.«» 
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